
 

Good practice examples 
Professional Identity 

Title: 
National Board Certification (National Board for Professional Teaching Standards)                                

Purpose:  
National Board Certification aims to advance the quality of teaching and learning by 
upholding high and rigorous standards for what accomplished teachers should know and be 
able to do. It provides a national voluntary system for certifying teachers who meet these 
standards, strengthening their professional identity as accomplished educators and 
generating ongoing improvement in schools.                                                                                            

Short description: 
National Board Certification is the most respected professional certification available in K-12 
education, designed to develop, retain and recognise accomplished teachers. The 
certification process is built on Five Core Propositions: teachers are committed to students 
and their learning; teachers know their subjects and how to teach them; teachers are 
responsible for managing and monitoring student learning; teachers think systematically 
about their practice and learn from experience; and teachers are members of learning 
communities. The process involves completing four performance-based components 
including classroom portfolios with student work, videotapes, teaching exhibits, 
commentaries about instructional goals and reflections on practice effectiveness. Teachers 
consistently describe it as the most transformative professional development experience of 
their careers, deepening content knowledge and mastering reflective practice. The process 
takes approximately 200 hours over a school year.                                                                                  

Link: 
https://www.nbpts.org/                                                                              

FOOTT PRINTTS factors: 
☐X​1.1 CPD helps teachers in their every day practice   

☐X​1.2 Teachers learn something meaningful  

☐​ 1.3 Teachers engage in professional dialogue  

​  

https://www.nbpts.org/


☐X​1.4 CPD is connected to career advancement  

Other factors: 
2.1 CPD is necessary for professional advancement – National Board Certification is 
recognized nationwide as the highest level of certification teachers can earn, often connected 
to salary bonuses, leadership opportunities, and credential advancement in many states.​
​
6.1 Practical application of content – The portfolio-based assessment requires teachers to 
demonstrate accomplished teaching through real classroom evidence including student work 
samples, videotaped lessons, and detailed reflections on their actual instructional practice 
and its effectiveness. 
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